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surrender of criminals. The maintenance of roads and bridges
was also secured in these courts. Some villages bought from
the lord the right to hold their own courts, and this becomes
interesting in connexion with the growth of towns.

Summary, i. The twelfth and thirteenth centuries saw-all
England subject to the manorial system, the basis of which
was the villein, an unfrec peasant holding land by labour services
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at the will of the lord.   But in the thirteenth century the system
is already showing signs of decline,

2,   The village was still almost self-sufficing, providing itself
with food and clothes.   Luxuries .for the lord, and a few essentials
such as iron, came from outside.

3.  The material condition of the peasant was not one of actual
suffering.   He had enough to eat and to wear, shelter of a kind,
and ho could and did save money by which he could improve
his status.   Ho worked hard, but he did not starve, and unemploy-